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Best Friends Welcome You 

 Hours of Operation 

Monday 10am-5pm 

Tuesday 10am-7:30pm 

Wednesday 10am-5pm 

Thursday 10am-7:30pm 

Friday 10am-5pm 

Saturday 9am-2pm  

  

Contact Information: 

64 W. Main St. 

Ripley, NY 14775 

716-736-3913 

ripleylibrary.org 

Ripley Public Library 

Bookworm Newsletter 

July 2026 

Volume 15, Issue  7 

    Library Board Meeting, Wednesday,  July 22nd @ 6pm 

  Best Friends Fund Meeting:  Saturday, July 18th @ 12:30pm 
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Summer Reading 
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Wings of Wonder: Pennsylvania Birds of Prey 

K-12, adults 

Get up close and personal with some of Pennsylvania’s magnificent birds 
of prey including a live falcon, hawk, and owl. Learn about these birds’ 
characteristic features, discover their adaptations and natural history, and 
explore their critical role in our environment. Find out what you can do to 

help birds of prey and the world we 
share. 

July 18th at 11:00 
    RIPLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

64 WEST MAIN ST 
RIPLEY, NY 



What would you like to see? 

 

Do you have suggestions for group ac-

tivities? Want to see a particular pro-

gram at the library? 

We’re open to suggestions. We have a 

large screen television on which to 

watch anything from documentaries to 

sports events. 

Tell us what you want! We’ll try to ac-

commodate reasonable requests. 
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Genealogies/Family Histories 

Our thanks to James Mann, former 

Ripley resident, for the donation of 

Genealogy of the Mann Family 

through the line of Richard Mann of 

Scituate, Massachusetts and The Ac-

count of Technical Sergeant James E. 

Mann in the Army Air Force WWII. 

We greatly appreciate this infor-

mation regarding our native sons 

and daughters. 

If you would like to donate a copy of 

your family’s history we would love 

to add it to our collection. 



THE BOOKW     RM 
Page 5 Volume 15, July 2026 

Watch for upcoming events!  

Car Show in August  

Murder Mystery in October  

Scrapbooking in November 

Christmas in Ripley Craft Show 
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Director’s Notes by Molly Harvey 

 Can you believe it is already July?  Before we know it, we will be planning for 

our Craft and Vendor Show! It has been so busy here at the Ripley Library, so I 

am going to keep this short and sweet.  Be sure to check out all the amazing 

programming we have going on! Also make sure you get outside and read a 

good book under a big old tree and really enjoy this beautiful summer! 

See you at the Ripley Library friends! 

Best Friend’s Report (BFF) 

It’s been a while since we’ve updated you on 

what the Best Friend’s Fund has been doing. 

We are the fund-raising branch of the library. 

What do we do with the money we raise?  The 

Friends have agreed to the following expendi-

tures: 

A New Storage Shed. If you haven’t noticed, 

the one at the back of the library building is 

falling apart. Water leaks have destroyed 

some of the things stored there. Therefore, 

the Friends have approved the purchase of a 

new shed. Coming soon! 

Summer Reading Program. Every year the 

library organizes a fun-packed Summer Read-

ing Program for kids and adults. The Friends 

provide funding to purchase crafts, books, 

programs and speakers, and prizes. If you 

haven’t participated in the past, give it a try. 

It’s fun! 

Two Card Tables. Two different groups of 

card players use our library and have re-

quested card tables. The Friends are paying 

for these tables. 

6’ Tables: The library is always in need of 

table top space, so The Friends have agreed to 

the purchase of new tables. 

Shelving in the Basement. All those deco-

rations you see throughout the year have to 

be put somewhere. Most of them are stored in 

totes in the basement. Rather than having 

the totes lying on the floor, we are having  

 

shelves put in.  

Computer chairs: Several chairs were pur-

chased in the last year, but they wear out, so 

two new ones were purchased recently. 

Coffee Machine: Making an entire pot of 

coffee to be thrown out every evening is a 

waste. A one-cup Keurig coffee maker makes 

sense. Stephanie has been using her personal 

one from home but we have now approved the 

purchase of a multipurpose Keurig for use at 

the library. Bring your own pods or use the 

ones we have here! 

 

The Best Friends are an important part of our 

library. Most of what we do is behind the 

scenes and the public never sees it. Be as-

sured, we are raising funds throughout the 

year to make this the best possible library it 

can be. Come join us! 
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Local History Book Review  

by Michelle Henry, Research Historian 
 

Celoron Park on Chautauqua Lake, by 

Thomas Goodwin, 2009, Bookworm Printing. 
 

Chautauqua Lake became a popular destina-

tion for summer tourists in the 1870s, as 

folks in surrounding cities like Pittsburgh, 

Cleveland, Buffalo, and Chicago sought a 

place to get away from the city heat and con-

gestion.  The county was billed as a healthy 

recreational destination, and large hotels 

were built all around Chautauqua lake to ac-

commodate visitors. 

 

This book, Celoron on Chautauqua Lake, fo-

cuses on the development of trolley parks, 

particularly Celoron Park, built along trolley 

lines at the end of the 19th century.  The trol-

ley parks were owned by trolley companies to 

attract both summer tourists and local fami-

lies.  The trolley parks offered wooded 

groves, picnic pavilions, bathing (i.e. swim-

ming), boat rides, and special events like 

dances and musical performances.  Bigger 

rides such as roller coasters and Ferris 

wheels became hugely popular. 

 

The largest trolley park in Chautauqua 

County was Celoron Park, located on the 

lake in Celoron.  It was owned by the Jame-

stown Street Railway Company, and devel-

oped into a large amusement park with 

rides, a zoo, concession stands, a theater, and 

much more.  The author has compiled an ex-

tensive history of the park, its owners, and 

the numerous rides that attracted hundreds 

of thousands of visitors each summer.  In-

cluded in the volume are many photos and 

several maps of the park.   

 

The book is very informative, especially to 

those of us who are too young to remember 

the park in its heyday.  Goodwin tells about  

 

the growth and development of the park, the 

numerous devastating fires that destroyed 

some of the large structures, and the eventu-

al demise of the attraction as automobiles 

replaced trolleys and the expense of main-

taining the structures and rides was too 

great for our short summer season. 

 

It is fascinating to read this book and to real-

ize just how large the park was, with build-

ings that could hold thousands of visitors, 

and with acres of rides and concessions.  The 

author did a good job compiling this history 

and portraying how residents and visitors 

found summertime entertainment in Chau-

tauqua County over 100 years ago.   

 

Much of Goodwin’s material for this publica-

tion came from the Fenton History Center in 

Jamestown which has a large archival collec-

tion relating to Celoron Park. 
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From August 5, 1937 Ripley Review 
 
RIPLEY LIBRARY TO OPEN 
 
Monday of Next Week is Date, with 
Tea Served from 3 to 5 o’clock. 
 
   The official opening for the Rip- 
ley Library is set for Monday, Aug- 
ust 9, and the library committee 
announces it will serve tea on that 
day from 3 to 5 o’clock, at which  
time all persons interested are in- 
vited to come and inspect the new  
library in the bank building and 
also partake of tea served by the 
committee on the bank lawn. A per- 
manent register will be kept of all 
first day visitors. 
 
   The following regulations will 
govern the loaning of books from  
the library: 
   Books may be borrowed for two 
weeks with the privilege of renew- 
ing for two weeks longer. 
   New and popular books will be  
limited to one week. 
   Magazines may be taken for a 
period of three days. 
   A fine of two cents per day will 
be charged for books overdue. 
   Adults may borrow two books at 
 one time. Children may borrow one 
book at a time. 
 
   Library hours will be as follows: 
   Monday – 3 to 5 p.m. 
   Tuesday – 3 to 6 p.m. 
   Wednesday – 3 to 5 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. 
   Thursday – 3 to 5 p.m. 
   Friday – 3 to 5 p.m. 
   Saturday – 2 to 5 p.m. 
 

   The library is free to all and the 
people are urged to make use of  
these books. At present there are 
about 1200 books on the shelves and 
later it is expected that we will  
have 1000 more. The assortment of 
books is exceptionally good, many of 
them published within the last few 
years. 

 From the Archives 

The Ripley Library contains a wealth 

of information dating back to our 

humble beginnings in 1937 and prior. 

Each month we will reprint articles or 

stories about the library, including old 

photographs. We hope that someone, 

somewhere will be able to identify 

some of the people and places. 

 

If you have a particular interest in 

something from the past, let us know. 

The library has a treasure trove of his-

tory. 

 

The hometown newspaper, The Ripley 

Review, had this article from August 5, 

1937 on the front page about the 

opening of our library.   

 

 

Archives, documents, 

old photos and a com-

fy reading room. 



Meetings 4th 

Thursday 

10:30a.m. 
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 The FREE Table 

 If you’d like to donate nonperishable 

items or personal items (like toothbrush-

es, toothpaste, soap, etc.), you can put 

them on the FREE  Table near the back 

door. 

If you need something from the 

FREE  Table, feel free to take it. 

No questions asked.  

 
  

  Book Club 

Meets the first 
Monday at 

5:30pm 

Killers of  the 
Flower Moon 

By David Grann  
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Contact information for our 

representatives 

 
Senator Chuck Schumer 

322 Hart Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Phone (202) 224-6542 
   or 

130 South Elmwood Ave, #606 
Buffalo, NY 14202 

Phone (716) 846-4111 
 
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 

478 Russell 

Washington, D.C. 20510 
Phone (202) 224-4451 
   or 

Larkin At Exchange 

726 Exchange St, Suite 511 
Buffalo, NY 14210 

Phone (716) 854-9725 
 

Congressman Nick         

Langworthy 

422 Cannon House Office Bldg 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Phone (202) 225-3161 
   or 

The Fenton Building 
2-6 East Second Street 

Room 208 
Jamestown, NY 14701 

Phone (716) 488-8111 
Dennis & Sandy Wright 

 

 

Hearts for ALS NY 

“Working for the PALS” 



The Best Friends Fund 

is Proud                                   

to be a part of the                               

Ripley Public  Library! 
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 Diamond Art meets Tuesdays 

at 4:30 (Dot Doers) 

Trial size available for free, then 

purchase the kits you like. 

Sewing Group meets Thursdays 

at noon. Quilters and sewers of all 

levels are welcome. 

   

Knitting & Crochet Group 

meets Tuesdays at noon. All levels 

welcome. 

 ANCESTRY.COM 
Has the ancestry bug hit you? Did you know you can ac-

cess Ancestry.com at the Ripley Library? It’s easy to set 

up an account and start tracing your family down 

through the centuries. 

 

Your research will be saved in your Ancestry.com ac-

count, but bring a flash drive to save your information 

just in case. 

 

While you’re at it, we’d love 

it if you could donate a pa-

per copy of your genealogy 

to the library. We have a 

cabinet dedicated to our 

local family histories. 
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RIPLEY READERS RETREAT 

The Facebook page, Ripley Readers Retreat, sponsored by the Ripley Library, 

hosts adult readers who discuss their favorite books and encourage others to try 

out new titles and authors. 

Pop in anytime to let us know what you’ve read.  We welcomes readers from all 

here and there and back.  

Library Cards: your passport to ad-

venture. If you need a FREE library 

card, come see us and we will help you 

get one. If you haven’t renewed your 

card, we can take care of that too! Wel-

come to a world of adventure! 

Looking for Local Authors 

We invite published (including self-

published) writers to come and speak to 

our audience, telling us a little bit 

about yourself and your book. This is 

generally followed by a Q&A period and 

a book signing. Call the library and 

we’ll set up a date. 716-736-3913 



Wanted:  

Lego pieces and Lego sets 

We will gladly accept any 

new or used  Lego items to 

add to our collection.  Please 

drop them off at the library.  

 Need an easy way to donate to the Ripley   

Library? Bottle and Can Collection 

The Library has a collection bin in the 

lobby for returnable cans and bottles. 

Don’t throw out those water bottles and 

pop cans! Donate them to the library.   

Please be sure all bottles and cans are 

empty and rinsed before you place them 

in the bin. 

  

THE BOOKW     RM 
Page  13 Volume 15, July 2026 

All the Best 
- 

Bill & Pat 

Locke 

Is there an activity or class you’d like to see 

at our library?                     

Community members come here to sew, knit, play cards 

and meet. The library would like to offer more for our resi-

dents to do. There are hundreds of classes online that we 

could present here on our large screen television.  

Do the times of offered activities not fit your schedule? Let 

us know! We’re here to enrich your lives. 

Come visit the library! 



Ripley Public Library Is a Safe 

Place Location 

What is a Safe Place Location, you 

might ask?  A Safe Place works with 

the Safe House out of Jamestown 

and is part of Chautauqua Opportu-

nities, Inc. This is a program for 

runaway or homeless youth under 

the age of 18. If this young person 

needs help, all they have to do is en-

ter the facility displaying the yellow 

sign that reads SAFE PLACE. They let some-

one in charge know they need help.   

  

Community Table                                                                                             
The Ripley Public Library welcomes communi-

ty groups who would like to set up a table in 

our lobby to promote their business or group. 

Examples: VFW Poppy sales, Girl Scout cookie 

sales, as well as distribution of pamphlets or 

information about your group or activity.  A 

representative for the table must be present 

for items to be displayed. 

Reservations must be made. 

There is no cost, it’s just our way 

of giving back to the community. 

716-736-3913 
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Proud to Support 

the  

Ripley Public  Li-

brary. 

 

Diane Bentley O’Brien 

I Love my library 

8630 Hardscrabble Road 

Westfield, NY 14787 

(716) 326-9463 

sales@noblewinery.com 



Ripley Public Library Mission Statement 

The mission of the Ripley Public Library is to promote life-long learning for all 

community residents, providing unrestricted free access to all printed and record-

ed material from its own collection as well as that of the Chautauqua-Cattaraugus 

Library System. The Library will endeavor to create a community center that pro-

vides so much more than information for all of those who ask questions and seek 

answers. 
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We Need Your Help! 

Ripley Library’s BFF group (Best Friends Fund) is looking for more 
members to join us to help with fundraising and program support for 
our library. 

Dues are just $5 per year. All we ask is that you attend monthly meet-
ings as often as you can, and occasionally help with fundraising 
events. Funds raised by BFF are used for library equipment and sup-
plies, upgrades, Summer Reading Program, etc. 

There are many things to be proud of in Ripley. Our beautiful library 
is one of those things. Please call 716-736-3913 for more information.  

 Ripley Library Best Friends Fund Application 

Name:____________________________  

Mailing Address:___________________________________ 

Town/ZIP:________________________________________ 

Phone Number: (Home) ___________ (Cell)________________ 

Email Address:_____________________________________ 

 Dues are $5 annually in January 

Print this portion and return it to the library, or pick up a form at the library desk. 

Best Friends of the Ripley Public Library 

Best Friends of the Ripley Public Library 



Best Friends Fund of Ripley Library 
P. O. Box 808 

Ripley, NY 14775 
 

BEST FRIENDS    

Phone: 716-736-3913 
Fax: 716-736-3923 

https://www.ripleylibrary.org 
Email:  thebookworm14775@gmail.com 

Email  Newsletter 

We rely on email to get our newsletter out.  

Each month you will receive 2 emails: The 

Bookworm and About Town. For a monthly 

copy, send your email address to:                                                     

thebookworm14775@gmail.com 

If you would like to opt out of our mailing, 

please let us know at                               

thebookworm14775@gmail.com 

*Also available—The Bookworm and 

About Town on the library website 

https://www.ripleylibrary.org 
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Notes & Things 

Attend a Board Meeting 

Ripley Public Library Board of Trus-

tees meetings are open to the public. 

Check the schedule below for times 

and dates. 

Please note: all letters and/or emails to 

the Library and staff  MUST be signed. 

Those without a signature will not be 

recognized. Names will be omitted, to 

protect privacy, if published. 

 https://www.ripleylibrary.org 

Ripley Public Library is Open 

for Business 
 Mon. Wed. Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Tue. Thu.  10 a.m.-7:30 p.m. 

Sat.  9 a.m-2:00 p.m. 

  Meetings are open 
to the public, in per-
son or via Zoom, and  
will be held at 6p.m. 
Dates and times 
subject to change. 

Ripley Public Library Board of 

Directors Meetings for 2026 

New Activities & Classes 

Is there an activity or class you’d like to 

see offered at the library? Can you teach 

a class or give a talk about a topic? Let 

the library know if there is something 

new you’d like to add to the many pro-

grams and classes already offered. 716-

736-3913 

     Sep 30  

  Jul 22  Oct 28 

  Aug 26 Nov 25   

    Dec 23 

       

  

"Believe you can and you're 

halfway there."  

Theodore Roosevelt   

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 Closed 4 Closed 

 5 6 Book Club 

5:30p 

7 Knitting 

12p; Dino-

saurs 6p 

8 9 Sewing 

12p; Prepare 

w/Pedro 3p; 

Craft Night 

5p 

10 11 

12 13 14  Knitting 

12p; Scarlett  

Folster 6p 

15 16 Sewing 

12p 

17 18 Birds of 

Prey 11a 

19 20 21 Knitting 

12p; Bingo 

6p 

22 23 Sewing 

12p; Crochet 

Class 1p 

24 25 

26 27 28 Knitting 

12p 

29 30 Sewing 

12p 

31 Book Sale 

Starts   

August 1st 

July 2026 


